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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

706-745-9025
178 Mystic Overlook, Blairsville, GA

djtracey5@yahoo.com

TAXES FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS 
& INDIVIDUALS!

Dermott J. Tracey, CPA

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides 
through serene woods, open meadows and 
mountain streams.  Reservations recommended 

Book now for your fall foliage 
ride in one of North Georgia’s 

most beautiful mountain settings 

Guided Trail Ride 
Fall Foliage from Horseback  

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth HemphillGeorge 423-305-8958

Epilepsy 
Support Group
You are not alone!
We meet the last Saturday of the 

Month at 3 o’clock at 
Cook’s Restaurant in Blairsville, GA

Serving North Georgia since 1997
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience • Insured 

Local & Long Hauls

  Cathy Jarrett
  Licensed Insurance Agent

  706-781-7832 • cathy@cathyjarrett.com

Life • Health • Medicare Products

Annual Enrollment for Medicare
is October 15th - December 7th
Let me help you make the right 
decisions concerning your healthcare 

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”
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Veterans...continued from Page 1A

Local veterans and family in attendance during the 2016 
Veterans Day Ceremony by Union County High School. Photo/
Shawn Jarrard

Sgt .  Adam Kish,  a 
recruiter with the Georgia 
Army National Guard, has 
been invited by the school to 
address those in attendance, 
and the Georgia Army National 
Guard Honors Platoon will 
provide a firing party for the 
occasion.

Another big part of the 
ceremony will be the Georgia 
Civil  Air Patrol DeKalb 
County Cadet Squadron from 
Chamblee, which will post and 
retire the colors.

Prior to the ceremony, 
local veterans and their spouses 
are invited to partake in a free 
breakfast at the high school 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

A s h u t t l e  w i l l  b e 
available for guests making 

Firefighters...continued from Page 1A

volunteers who have a passion 
for the work from an earlier age.

Because they’re younger 
– 15 to 18 years old – Junior 
Firefighters can’t fight fires 
directly. This means they must 
be vigilant in their lessons to 
learn everything they can before 
they are old enough to sign up as 
volunteer firefighters.

As such, they meet twice 
a month with volunteer Union 
County firefighters to perform 
real life training in all areas 
of firefighting to be able to 
perform their duties as Junior 
Firefighters. 

These duties include: 
Assisting at fire scenes; 

continuing education in Junior 
Firefighter and countywide 
training sessions; assisting 
with search and rescue; fire 
safety/prevention education and 
activities; post-scene equipment 
cleanup; helping with parking 
duties at festivals, football 
games and at the Union County 
Farmers Market; and maintaining 
a firefighting presence during 
fundraising events and volunteer 
fire station open houses.

The Junior Firefighters is 
also a great way to pass along the 
many values of Union County Fire 
& Rescue, according to the chief, 
namely faith, family, honesty, 
integrity, professionalism and 
compassion.

“We want them to know 
how to work as a team, care about 
each other and their community, 
and serve,” said Chief Dyer.

The mission statement of 
the Union County Fire Department 
Junior Firefighter Program says it 
all: “To provide an opportunity to 

Junior Firefighters learning how to throw firehose and roll it 
back up again.

introduce young men and women 
in Union County to the various 
aspects of firefighting and rescue 
work, and to develop leadership 
skills, encourage community 
involvement, and support the 
mission of the Union County Fire 
& Rescue.”

O t h e r  s k i l l s  J u n i o r 
Firefighters can look forward 
to picking up include general 
and specific fire safety, medical 
training and teambuilding, and 
each member gets firefighting 
gear, including T-shirts and 
uniforms.

And while becoming a 
Junior Firefighter definitely puts 
kids on a career path toward 
firefighting, it’s also a terrific 
avenue for giving back to one’s 
community, and looks great 
on a college resume or a job 
application.

Ty r e e  M a c k e y,  1 7 , 
of Blairsville, said he’s been 
enjoying his time with the Junior 
Firefighters, which started up in 
August.

Mackey’s favorite activity 
so far has been throwing the 
firehoses out and rolling them 
back up with his fellow Junior 
Firefighters, and he looks forward 
to continuing his training in 
the program, with an eye 
toward eventually entering law 
enforcement with the Georgia 
State Patrol or Department of 
Natural Resources.

“Just come out and do it, 
and if you like it, stay with it,” 
said Mackey, who recommends 
the Junior Firefighters to other 
kids his age. “It’s good experience 
for you.”

The Junior Firefighters 
meet on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of every month, from 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Union 
County Fire Station No. 1.

Parents  and students 
interested in the program can call 
the fire department at (706) 439-
6091, and for more information 
and videos of the kids in action, 
visit the program’s Facebook page 
at Union County Jr. Firefighters.

their way between the cafeteria 
and ceremony, and in the event 
of inclement weather, the 
Veterans Day Ceremony will 
be held in the Union County 
Schools Fine Arts Center, with 
parking adjacent to the Fine 
Arts building.

The point of contact for 
the ceremony is high school 
administrator Art McCann, 
himself a veteran, who can be 
reached at (706) 745-2216, 
ext. 1112, or at amccann@
ucschools.org.  

For weather information 
the morning of the ceremony, 
call the high school office at 
(706) 745-2216. 

Also  Nov.  10 ,  the 
Ira Weaver Unit 121 of the 
American Legion Auxiliary 

will be hosting a Veterans Day 
Luncheon at 11 a.m. inside the 
Methodist Activity Center of 
First United Methodist Church 
of Union County.

The luncheon will serve 
as a nice counterpoint to the 
veterans’ breakfast at the high 
school, and folks can get a 
heaping helping of delicious 
lunch for only $7 a plate, with 
tickets available the day of the 
event at the church.

To acquire tickets in 
advance, check out First Place 
Trophies of Blairsville or Cabin 
Coffee on the Downtown 
Blairsville Square, or call the 
Auxiliary directly at (678) 
378-5979.

This year’s guest speaker 
will be Linda Gorman of Quilts 

of Valor, and three Vietnam 
Veterans will receive quilts 
during the program.

As usual, Army veteran 
and crowd favorite Chuck 
Honaker will serve as emcee 
for the event, and the Woody 
Gap Band of Steel will be 
on hand to perform patriotic 
music during the luncheon.

The North Georgia 
Honor Guard will also be 
present for the program at the 
church, and they will conduct 
the Missing Man Table and 
Honors Ceremony and other 
patriotic functions.

Once again, the veterans 
service organizations of Union 
County team up to impart a 
Commanders Award to an MVP 
of the veteran community.

volunteers with skin in the 
game – has a membership of 21 
officially designated Firewise 
communities, with more in the 
works.

Union County is in on 
Firewise, too, as Firewise in 
Union just welcomed its second 
official community, with several 
more on the way.

As Riley and other fire 
safety officials like to say, 
Firewise is spreading like 
wildfire through the mountains, 
a n d  t h a t  m e a n s  m o r e 
communities are safer from 
wildfire than ever before.

In celebration of these 
victories, and in recognition of 
the good work that’s going on 
here, Riley and Towns County 
Firewise last month welcomed 
two Firewise professionals from 
the National Fire Protection 
Association, or NFPA.

The NFPA is a global 
nonprofit established 121 
years ago, with stated goals 
of “eliminating death, injury, 
property and economic loss 
due to fire, electrical and related 
hazards.”

Tom Welle and Cathy 
Prudhomme of the NFPA joined 
Riley, members of the Towns 
County Firewise Citizens 
Coalition, local elected officials 
and guests from neighboring 
municipalities, as well as 
federal, state and local fire 
professionals in a meeting on 
Tuesday, Oct. 17.

Together,  the group 
discussed the successes and 
merits of the Firewise efforts 
in North Georgia, especially 
in Towns County, where the 

number of fires has dropped 
dramatically in recent years.

And toge ther,  they 
reached a consensus about the 
most important aspect of any 
Firewise program – community 
involvement.

P r u d h o m m e ,  w h o 
m a n a g e s  t h e  F i r e w i s e 
C o m m u n i t i e s  p r o g r a m 
nat ional ly,  said she was 
impressed with how many 
l a y e r s  o f  c o m m u n i t y 
involvement existed in Towns 
and Union counties, from the 
sole commissioners down to 
the individual homeowners and 
everywhere in between.

“It’s everybody coming 
together and really being a 
w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d 
everybody identifying their 
roles and doing something 
about it,” said Prudhomme in 
the meeting. “Truly, it’s our 
pleasure to be here, and to be 
able to listen to what you’re 
doing and take those stories 
back on the national level and 

share that.”
Welle, who oversees the 

NFPA’s Denver field office, was 
equally impressed with the level 
of community representation in 
the meeting, and with Firewise 
here generally.

“I’ve only been with 
NFPA coming up on three 
years, but in that time, I’ve 
gotten around the country quite 
a bit,” said Welle. “I get to 
places like this and I wish I 
could bottle it because of what 
you guys do that we could give 
to the rest of them.”  

Firewise is all about 
protecting against fire by 
creating defensible spaces 
i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a n d 
communities via the reduction 
of fuels around homes and other 
fire control practices. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  a l s o 
prepares people for what to do 
in the event of a wildfire, and 
above all, Firewise saves lives 
and property.

Firewise...continued from Page 1A

Chief Ranger Tony Harkins of the Georgia Forestry Commis-
sion. Photo/Shawn Jarrard


